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Dear Mr Grasmeder,

We have pleasure in sending vou the results of
our further investigations into your ancestry. We have discovered
sorme new and interesting facts avout your family, and have found

that two of the witnesses who apnear on the marriage certificatelof
vour great grandfather, Martin and his sister Ann Katherine, as
collateral ancestors. We experienced a certain amount of difficulty
in locating the family at the time of one of the decennial census
returns, but were finally able to do so, and have thus discovered
that vour great grandfather was born in Germany.

You will recall that your great grandfather Martin,
when he married in 1369, stated that he was then aged 22, which would
mean that he was born around 1846/7. We first of all carried out a
_search for his birth in the indexes at Somerset House. As the
result of an examination of these, checking under all variant svpellings
of the surname, we found no references at all in the veriod from 1845
to 1849. - From this, we assumed that the family were not in Zngland
at this time, and therefore decided to endeavour to locate the family
in the census returns, and also to see if we could find any record
of them in the Naturalization and Denization records. In fact, we
found no reference of anyone of this surname in the Naturalization
etc. indexes - it is not unusual to find that the family had not
applied to become British Subjects, and we were not therefore all
that surprised when the search gave us a negative result.

We therefore turned our attention to the census
records. Although these were never compiled for the benefit of
genealogists, the later ones do contain information of considerable
value in the tracing of family histories. At various times in the
history of this country, population surveys have been carried out
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for statisticzl nurnoses to evaluate the taxable or ailitary
strength of the naticn, but thesc were estiiates based on
varish register eantries. A census of the whole of Gt. Britain
was first taken in 1811 and in every tenth year since then, with
the excention of 1941. The first three censuses were numerical
only and consequently are of no marticular genealogical value, but
in 1841 the names of every verson in every household were recorded,
together with avnroximate asce, occupation and whether or not they
h?d been born in the same county as they were then living in. In
1551 and subsequently, the c2nsuses were more detailed and gave
sex, exact age, marital condition, relationshin to the head of
the household, occunation ané wrecise »nlace of birth if in the
same aingdon. Later ccnsuses gave more information which is of
social and historical imvortance, but it is this de:ail of place
of birth which enables the zenealogist to bridme the gap hetween
the records of the Zegistrar General of registered births,
marriages and deatis, and those of the parishes held by unwards
of 12,000 incumbents throughout the Kingdom. Of course, as
regards your own family, we 41id not exvect a result which would
show an Znglish varish of origin, but tell us fromz what country
your ancestors originated. The census enumerator was only
ovliged to vput the country of origin, but on some occasions, the
exact town is shown. This, I know, from my own personal
xverience, for by coincidence my father's and my mother's
families came to Zngland from Germany about the same time as vour
own family. On one of these lines, the family were of middle-
class status, and when locating them in the census, the town of
origin in Germany was shown. On the other family, who were
illiterate, very poor and living in Whitechavel, only the country,
i.,e. Germany, was shown.

From the work carried out at the vrevious stage, we had
details from the two marriages in 1869 of addresses that we could
have searched in 13471, and also the address 'in Bethnal Green
shown on the birth certificate of your grandfather. Addresses
gilven on marriage certificates are usually very unreliable, for
quite often the counle are living in temvporary accommodation,
perhaps to establish residence within the »arish in which they
intended to marry. For this reason we did not search either of
the addresses shown on the 1869 marriage certificates. We did
however, search the 1877 address, namely 52 Cranbrook Street in
Bethnal Green. However, the family were not living there in
1371, and we extended the search to the area around, but once again
found no trace of anyone of the surname.

Wwe therefore next decided to try and locate the birth
of a child to your great grandparents around the time of the 1871
census. In searching in the birth indexes, we found in the June
guarter of 1873, a George Martin Grasmeder in the registration
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district of 'lest Ham. This was two years after the taking of
the census, and we therefore decided to see if we could find an
earlier referznce. We located one in the year 1870. This was
the birth of John iAdam, who was bora on the 10th of April 1370
at 7 Bandon Road, in the sub district of Green, registration
district of Bethnal Green, in the county of iiddlesex. The
child was described as the son of lMartin Grasmeder, a balker,

and Annie Grasmeder, formerly Berchmann. It was the mother who
registered the birth on the 13th of May 1370. She signed the
register by mark in the presence of Thomas iredericl: Bradbrooi,

the Registrar.

ie next turned to the apvropriate census bundles to look
for 7 Bandon 2load, and we eventually located this address but
unfortunately the family were not livine there in 1371. It
was apparent that there was vrobably no child born to this counle
between John idam in 1870 and George ilartin in 19573 - in fact we
have not checked the varentage of this latter child, but
wresumaoly from the given names, he was an elder brother of vour
grandfather. v

However, we knew that rour grandfather's sister had
married in 1869, and we therefore decided to endeavour to find
the birth of a child to Ann Katherine and her husband, Peter
irloff (or Horloff). We found no likely reference under either
of these svellings, and we therefore bore in mind that they were
both probably variant spellings of the surname Orloff, or Orlov.
linen we in fact checked the birth indexes, we found several
references in the registration district of Bethnal Green, for
children of the surname Orlopp, which is a further variant
spelling of the surname! We applied for the certificate of a
child born in 1870. This was the birth of George Peter, who
was born on the 5th of March 1370 at 46 Royston Street, sub
district of Green, registration district of Bethnal Green, and
he was described as the son of Feter Orlopp, a walking-stick
meker and his wife Anna Catherine Orlovvp, formerly Grasmeder.
The mother registered the birth, doing so when she signed the
register by mark, on the Sth of April 1870. Our reason for
endeavouring to locate your collateral ancestress in the census
returns was that this would have answered our purpose, just as
well as locating your great grandparents, in as much as if we
knew where she came from, this would tell us where your great
grandfather, Martin, originated from also.

To locate this address in the census took a fair amount
of time, but when we finally did so, the results wers survyrising,

for in 1871, Peter Orlopp and family and Martin Grasmeder and
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family were both living there at 46 Royston 3treet. The details
obtained were as follows:-

Age Occupation Born
Peter Crlovv,Head,married,36,Unbrella stick dresser, Germany.
Katherina " wife, ¥ 30, 2 i i 1
HenryE " son, L i

Christian Sproyer,visitor,unzarried,2l, it
Yartin Grasmeder,dead,narried,24, baker,

inna i wife,unmarried,2k, "

Adan i son, 1 fiddlesex,Bethnal Green.

You will see that unforiunately the census enumerator merely
zives the couniry of origin. This was shown as Germany for all
individuals found at this address, with the excention of the child
Adan. From this it seems likely that the child, George Peter
Orlonwv, born in 1870, died in infancy; alternatively of course,
he may have been starying with relations at the time fthe census

was taken. One very interesting fact emerges, and this is that
we have found a child, Henry E. Orlopp aged 4, shown as born in
Germany around 1866/7.  Since Peter stated that he was a bachelor

when he narried Catherine, it seems possible that the child was
perhaps horn to thnis couvle out of wedlock prior to their coming

to England. This would mean that Catherine was still in Germany
in 1866. Alternatively, it may be that this child was in fact

born in England, but that the census enumerator has incorrectly
shown Germany instead of the apvrovriate birthvlace in sngland.

Having thus discovered where your ancestors originated,
we decided to see if we could discover details of any other
members of this family in England in the mid-nineteenth century.
“‘hen we carried out a search at the last stage, for the marriage
of your great grandvarents, we had noted down details of two
other marriages of individuals of this surname. These marriages
were registered in Whitechapel#a in the 1860's. Je decided to
aponly for copies of the marriages.

On the 1l4th of August 1864, in the registration district
of , Whitechapel, at the German Protestant Reformed Church, George
RES married with Catharina Zlizabeth Grasmeder.  The groom was
then aged 26 years, a bachelor and by occupation a sugar baker,
and was then living at 56 Church Lane, Jhitechavel. He was the
son of Peter RE&; a labourer. The bride, Catherina Elizabeth
was aged 23 years, a svinster, living at 6 Chapel Place, Mile
Z“nd 0ld Town, and was the daughter of Johannes Grasmeder, a
labourer. In spite of the difference in occupation, i.e.
labourer and not carwenter, it seems that Catherina Elizabeth
was the sister of Annie Catherine Grasmeder and Martin Grasmeder,

your great grandfather. You will note that when your great
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grandfather married, one of the witnesses was Georzge A&s,
similarly when aAnnie Catharine married, one of the witnesses
was C. Rs - this was wrobably his sister, Catharina.

Both parties to this marriage in 1864 signed the register
in the presence of Helnrvch Botunef, “lizah Dunn, Doctor Josevh
Overbeck, the HMinister and Thomas Cobley, the Registrar. Since
the marriage took nlace at the German church, the information
entered on the marriage certificate was for the most wart
apvarently entered in IEnclish scrivt, however it seezs wrobable
that the sisnatures of the parties, and nrobavly the witness
Heinrich Bottner were written in high German. The cony of the
certificate issued to us was not a vhotostat of that actually in
the records at Somerset House, but a covy nade by a clerk there.
The attemupt to cony the name Catharina Zlizabeth Grasmeder as
entered by the iinister in high German, has to be seen %o be
believed - for this reason I enclose a vhotostat cony of the
narriaze certificate.

The other marriase we obtained was a marriage which took
place on the 26th of April 1863, again at the German Protestant
Reformelchurch at ubltechanel The parties were Johann Jacob

Grasmeder, he was then aged 28 years, a bachelor and a sugar
oaker, living at 3 Everard Street, in the varish of 3t George

in the Last. He was the son of Johann Melchior Grasmeder, a
tailor. The other varty was one Christina Ewald, aged 3C years,
a svinster, living at 1 Everard Street, St George in the Zast.

She was the daughter of Johannes ZIwald, a carventer. The other
details shown on the certificate are the name of the iinister,
Theodore Xubler and Thomas Cobley, the Registrar. “he nanes

of the varties and the witnesses are all written in high Gernan
script. One of the witnesses is Johannes Zwald; the christian
names of the other witness are Ai. Maria, but regrettably I cannot
decipher her surnane. It loocks as though the last four letters
of the surname are..saap. I enclose once again a cony of this
certificate for your general interest.

e do not know as yet whether the Johann Jacob Grasmeder
is related to your own family; he may be, but then on the other
hand it is quite possible for members of totally unrelated
families to have come from Germany to Zngland in the middle of
the nineteenth century. We know, however, that probably
another member of vour family had come from Germany, Tor at the
marriage of Peter Arloff and Annie Catharine Grasmeder, one of
the witnesses, was an R. Grasmeder, who we have not as yet
identified. You will note that both Johann Jacob Grasmeder
and George Ris, when they married, stated that they were sugar
bakers. This was a very unpleasant occuration, the men who
worked in the sugar refineries literally breathed in sugar while
they worked. Their conditions of work were excessively
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primitive, and sugar bakers were noted for their very pallid
complexions and their insatiable thirst. Apparently, a large
number of peovple emigrated from Germany in the middle of the
nineteenth century, vpossibly many for economic reasons, but some
to escave the comvulsory military service. The poorer German
immigrants azvarently often worked at jobs which even the
immigrant Irish in London would not undertake.

‘e now come to the question of further research. There
is probably guite a lot of wori that we can carry out to expand
the pedigree of the family; for example, finding the record of
the births of all your grandfzther's brothers and sisters, the
record of the deaths of your great grandpnarents, and then
carrying out a search to see if either of them left a Will.
ilternatively, and »erhavs in addition to this, you would like
us to try and discover where they come from in Germany. This
may be an easy matter, or it may be extremely difficult and
hence costly. Wle have a very good German scsarcher, and have
had a great deal of success on a number of cases where the family
have emigrated from Germany to this country. However, in the
majority of these cases there has always been some information,
however meagre, as to the vrobable State in Germany from which
the family originated. This is not so in yocur own case, and
as you are probably aware, prior to the unification of Germany
in 1871, it consisted of a number of separate States, each with
their own records. General Registration commenced in Germany
in 1876, which is of course some time after your family avppear
to have come to Zngland. Eowever, if for example, your great
great grandfather, John the carventer, did not come to Zngland
and was still alive in 1876 (and of course we do not know if he
was still then alive), we might pick up the family by searching
the death indexes to find his death certificate. Alternatively,
one may often localise a family by extracting all references for
a particular surname over a period, and then plotting these
references on a map, to see if any clear pattern emerges. We
have had many cases where, for example, a family has left England
and gone to America, and then a client then writes in, explains
that his great grandparents, or whichever ancestor it was, are
known to have come from Zngland, verhaps with just an approximde
date. Under such circumstances, even with this little amount
of information, we have oftcn been able, with just the
avvroximate veriod and name of the ancestor, to actually locate
the family and discover details of remoter generations.
Obviously, the more one knows about a family, the easier this
can be, and for this reason it might be as well to carry out
more research on your own family after their arrival in Zngland.

Aanother point is of course, the cuestion of the surname
itself. If it is a rare surname, then it is obviously easier
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to trace. is regards vour own name, until we have actually
carried out some work in German records, we cannot tell

whether or not there are many familiss of this surnane, or

not. When you first wrote to us, you made a voint of
insisting that we did not contact any of vour relatives. I

do not know your reasons for this, dbut since it is only just
over 10O years since vour ancestors came to England, it would
seem to us quite probable that one of the older members of your
family may have some idea of where they came from. I explained
earlier on in this revort that one of my own families, only
Germany was given as the vplacs of origin (this was in the 1861
census), but even so, there is a "family story", as yet
unsubstantiated, that they come from a particular 3tate on

the borders of Irance and Germany. It is obviously up to vou
to decide vrecisely what should be done; I wish to make it
cuite »lain that we ourselves have no intention of contacting
yeur relatives, but if you could do so it might help.

we would suggest that if you would like us to carry
out further work on the family in Zngland, that we wori at the
next stage to around £20. to £25. We could also write to our
German searcher and ask him to give us a cuotation for work to
localise the surname in Gernmany. He may be able to state
straight away that it is a rare surname, and perhaps zive us
sone idea of where it occurs. If however, he cannot comment
in this way, we will at least be able to give you a firm
quotation for work to be carried out in German records.

Cur account for the work to date is enclosed, and
we look forward to receiving your comments and further
instructions to continue in due course.

Yours sincerely,

,ﬁ(wv\e C/fzbtki(

Miss A.C. Rotter.
Research Devartment.




