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Who is this information for?
• This information was originally intended for staff and 

students within our school to assist with the 
interpretation of Turnitin originality reports. These reports 
are being used not just by staff for assisting with 
plagiarism detection, but also by students to gain 
feedback on their scientific writing and research skills.



What is plagiarism?

• Plagiarism is passing off someone else's 
writing, ideas, data, drawings as your own. 
This can be a result of not acknowledging 
the original author, by including an 
excessive amount of text from the original 
work, or by purchasing work from an 
essay writing service.



Each of these on their own can 
constitute plagiarism.

Original text with no citation in text

Original text with no reference list

Copying (purchasing) a sentence (or more) from an original work 
without quotations (but including a citation and reference list)

Poor synthesis of information leading to careless rewording 
or paraphrasing (but including a citation and reference list)



The Turnitin originality report.

• Any text uploaded to Turnitin is compared to a database of work. At 
busy times it can take a few minutes to generate the final originality 
report which staff and students can then view.

• The report indicates how SIMILAR the text is to other work (text 
books and papers if they have been obtained and submitted to the 
database, websites, student work). IT IS NOT A MEASURE OF 
PLAGIARISM.

• To identify plagiarism or collusion, we investigate the work exactly 
as we would a paper copy – Turnitin just makes it QUICKER and 
EASIER for us by identifying sections that might be from another 
source. 

• The % SIMILARITY that the report provides is no measure of 
plagiarism. A 1% value can indicate that plagiarism has occurred. 



Staff – when you go to: control panel / Turnitin UK, your group submissions will 
be displayed as below. You can click on the “.doc” to open up the submitted text, 
or the coloured boxes to view the “originality reports”.

Red indicates a high level 
of similarity to published 

information.



Green indicates a low level of similarity to published information but 
this can still mean plagiarism or collusion has occurred. 



Students – when you submit your work and get your Turnitin UK confirmation, 
you should be able to click on “.doc” or the coloured box to view your “originality 
report”.



A note about Turnitin.
• It updates every 2 – 3 weeks so depending on the assessment 

deadlines and when the work was completed, news items or newly 
added web text may not always be found. Staff – you can set the 
Turnitin date well beyond the deadline to overcome this.

• Generally Turnitin underestimates and may break paragraphs into 
smaller sentences. You can check by copying text into Google and 
identifying the original source.

• When viewing originality reports, Turnitin does not always identify 
the original source of information, so always double check and find 
the source yourself by copying the similar text into Google.



Example 1

Turnitin numbers and colour codes matches between submitted work and similar 
sources. (Above left panel) paragraph 1 in red text originates from the website listed as 
number one in red. You can click on the link to take you to the original source (or double 
check through pasting text into Google).



What is poor in example 1?
• This is WORD-FOR-WORD PLAGIARISM with an entire 

paragraph matching to an external source ALSO without 
acknowledging the author. There was no citation in the 
text (and no reference list in this example). 

• Students – improve practice by:
– Write the information in your own words (paraphrasing) or use 

quotations if it is absolutely necessary to repeat a phrase.
– Make sure the information is cited AND referenced (missing 

either one constitutes plagiarism).
– Make sure you don’t over use one resource – 31% of information 

from 1 resource is a bit excessive and suggests lack of a 
thorough research of the topic.

– As always, if using websites, ensure the resource is reliable.



Example 2



What is poor in example 2?
• WORD-FOR-WORD PLAGIARISM. A better attempt 

than example 1 because the work was cited using a 
numbering system (and was referenced fully at the end). 
BUT several paragraphs matched word-for-word to an 
external source so this is still plagiarism.

• Staff:
– Turnitin sometimes breaks the string of text so tends to 

UNDERESTIMATE. You can double check using GOOGLE 
whether in fact all the blue was one solid paragraph.

• Students improve academic practice by:
– Digest the information and then write it in your own words. Even 

if you reference correctly, this practice is still plagiarism.



Example 3



What is poor in example 3?
• Nothing! In this example Turnitin has highlighted some of 

the references as similar to external sources. 
Turnitin will pick out references, bibliographies and 
common phrases. You can exclude references and text 
within quotations from the originality report by clicking 
the links circled in red.

• Students note:
– If Turnitin indicates references are similar then this is OK and in 

fact if you have written them carefully they SHOULD be similar! 
Any text you have copied and included in a quotation SHOULD 
also be similar.



Example 4



What is poor in example 4?
• “Patchwork” writing is very common with a text copied 

and pasted from a number of sources. Some attempt 
has been made to synthesise and re-word, but the bulk 
of the text still is similar. This is PARAPHRASING 
PLAGIARISM.

• In this example, there are no citations within the text 
either.

• STUDENTS improve academic practice by:
– Digest the information and write it in your own words. Don’t just 

copy notes from sources and change the occasional word. 
Presenting someone else’s train of thought and ideas is still 
plagiarism, even if there is a citation and reference. 

– Reference your work to give acknowledgement to the original 
author. This is important in any research practice because it 
allows fellow scientists to follow up your information and find the 
references you have used.



Example 5



What is poor in example 5?
• Nothing. Turnitin will identify words “similar” to other 

resources, and often in science there are limited ways of 
expressing a technical point or a method.

• Here there are 3 matches to DMU work simply because 
Turnitin has identified the essay title in this example.

• Turnitin has identified nothing as similar here because 
the student has written clearly in their own words, but 
remember, the work still needs to be cited and 
referenced correctly to avoid plagiarism.



Example 6



What is poor in example 6?
• A possible case of collusion from within DMU. Match “1” 

indicates a copy of a prior DMU submission. First check 
that the student isn’t resubmitting their own past 
coursework by checking the Turnitin submissions from 
your last years module.

• If you cannot locate the original source, you CLICK on 
the link and a message will be sent by JISC to the DMU 
member of staff requesting an investigation.

• The incident match “5” could have been explored by 
clicking the “submitted to Cardiff” link which would have 
emailed the institution. However, for a 1% similarity, this 
would not have been a significant case and may have 
even been a reference matched as similar or a common 
phrase.



Further Information
• Being relatively new to academia (so maybe I have missed it), but 

there does not seem to be a clear definition of what plagiarism is 
and all its subtleties. I believe this fuels confusion at many levels, 
from student understanding, to staff tuition and institutional 
processes. The only resource that I have found that I believe gives 
clear working examples of word-for-word and paraphrasing 
plagiarism is at the Indiana University, and I think is an ESSENTIAL 
starting point for any student, academic or administrator.

• Indiana University, Bloomington, School of Education. How to 
recognise plagiarism (examples and tests). Available at: 
http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html 
[Accessed September 17th 2008].

• Further information regarding plagiarism and the use of Turnitin can 
be found at JISC Plagiarism Advisary Service. Available at: 
http://www.jiscpas.ac.uk/index.php [Accessed September 17th 2008].

http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
http://www.jiscpas.ac.uk/index.php
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